
Measuring Great 
River Road Value 
to Communities
A Tool for Support & Partnership 

Building



What We Currently Measure

• Website metrics
• Social media metrics
• Map distribution
• 10-state website metrics
• 10-state engagement metrics through map fulfillment, contest 

participation.



Why Does Use Measurement Matter?

• State support 
• Demonstrates accountability for funding

• Community support
• Demonstrates economic value for community 
• Shared stake in promotion

• Partnership value
• Tangible evidence of Great River Road for shared efforts
• “Our piece of the common thread”



Possible Ways to Measure Impact

• Partner with existing statewide survey to measure traveler use as 
well as destination impact.

• Example Colorado Tourism Office slides 10 – 16 



Colorado Scenic & 
Historic Byways



Travel on Colorado Scenic & Historic Byways
Base: 2024 Person-Trips

Which of the following Colorado Scenic & Historic Byways did you travel on your most 
recent trip to Colorado?
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Travel on Colorado Scenic & Historic Byways (Cont’d 1)
Base: 2024 Person-Trips

Which of the following Colorado Scenic & Historic Byways did you travel on your most 
recent trip to Colorado?
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Travel on Colorado Scenic & Historic Byways (Cont’d 2)
Base: 2024 Person-Trips

Which of the following Colorado Scenic & Historic Byways did you travel on your most 
recent trip to Colorado?
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Colorado Scenic & Historic Byways – Overnight Visitors

*Low Sample

Base: 2024 Person-Trips

Overnight Trips
Among those who traveled on a scenic byway

What was your primary reason to travel 
along scenic or historic byways?

29% Tour through a naturally beautiful area 

24% It was the direct route to my destination 

21% Learn more about Colorado

history and/or culture

14% Did not intentionally decide to travel 

along a byway but continued out of interest

9% Detour due to highway road closures

Please indicate if you participated in any 
of the following while traveling on a 

scenic or historic byway.

35% Stopped at scenic pullout 

and viewpoints

32% Stopped at a business along 

the byway (e.g., restaurant, retail store)

27% Drove on a byway 

21% Hiked along a byway 

15% Biked along a byway

14% Rode a group tour bus along byway

What type of vehicle did you or your 
travel party primarily utilize while 

traveling on scenic or historic byways?* 
Among those who ‘drove on a byway’

61% Gas powered vehicle 

14% Hybrid powered vehicle 

(e.g, gas and electric)

11% Diesel powered vehicle 

9% Electric powered vehicle 

5% Motorcycle



Colorado Scenic & Historic Byways – Day Visitors

*Low Sample

Base: 2024 Person-Trips

Day Trips
Among those who traveled on a scenic byway

What was your primary reason to travel 
along scenic or historic byways?

39% Tour through a naturally beautiful area
22% Learn more about Colorado 

history and/or culture

18% It was the direct route to my destination 

10% Did not intentionally decide to travel along 

a byway but continued out of interest

7% Detour due to highway road closures

Please indicate if you participated in any 
of the following while traveling on a 

scenic or historic byway.

35% Stopped at scenic pullout 

and viewpoints

32% Drove on a byway

29% Stopped at a business along the byway

(e.g., restaurant, retail store)

25% Hiked along a byway

14% Rode a group tour bus along byway

11% Biked along a byway

What type of vehicle did you or your 
travel party primarily utilize while 

traveling on scenic or historic byways?* 
Among those who ‘drove on a byway’

62% Gas powered vehicle 

13% Hybrid powered vehicle 

(e.g, gas and electric)

10% Electric powered vehicle 

10% Diesel powered vehicle 

4% Motorcycle



Colorado Scenic & Historic Byways - Satisfaction
Base: 2024 Person-Trips

Thinking about any scenic or historic byways you traveled on, please indicate how 
satisfied with you were with the following:
Percent Very Satisfied
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*Only asked to Overnight Respondents



Possible Ways to Measure Impact

•  Statewide contest using QR codes in Partnership with Interpretive 
Centers

• Example – Delaware Electronic Scavenger Hunt













DISCUSSION
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